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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

In the Restriction Requirement mailed January 15, 2003, the Examiner restricted the 
claims to the following Groups: 

I. Claims 1,5-15,17, 19-24, and 27-32, drawn to a method of 
isolating genomic DNA compounds and RNA, classified in class 536, 
subclass 25.4; and 

II Claims 16, 33, and 34, drawn to a method of isolating genomic 
DNA compounds and kit therefore, classified in class 536, subclass 



I, ELECTION OF GROUP 

j % Applicants elect the invention of Group I (claims 1, 5-15, 17, 19-24, and 27-32), drawn to 
a method of isolating genomic DNA compounds and RNA, classified in class 536, subclass 25.4. 
This election is made with traverse. 
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II. TRAVERSAL 

Restriction is proper if examination of the claims would result in a serious search burden 
for the Examiner (MPEP §803 et seq). Applicants respectfully submit that searching claims 33 
and 34 along with the claims of Group I (claims 1, 5-15, 17, 19-24, 25, and 27-32) would not 
pose a burden to the Examiner. The Examiner is respectfully directed to claim 3 1 (Group I) 
wherein the claimed subject matter covers . . isolating genomic DNA from cells. . . ." 
Similarly, claim 33 (Group II) covers subject matter directed to . . isolating RNA and genomic 
DNA from cells. . . ." (Emphasis added). Claims 31 and 33 are identical except for (i) the 
addition of RNA in the preamble, and (ii) element (d) at the end of claim 33. Applicants submit 
that this final element, element (d) of claim 33, could have been written as a dependent claim off 
of claim 31 had the Applicants chosen to do so. In addition, claims 32 and 34 are identical 
except for the base claim from which they depend. Applicants submit that searching the broader 
subject matter of claim 31 would also identify art applicable to the subject matter of claim 33. 
Thus, examining the Group I claims as well as claims 33 and 34 would result in a more efficient 
examination and would not result in a burden to the Examiner. 

Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request joinder of claim 33 and 34 with the claims 
of Group I (claims 1, 5-15, 17, 19-24, 25, and 27-32). 
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